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CONDITION C H E C K  ONE CHZCK ONE 

. - E " C t L C E N I  ~ ~ O E T F ~ I O H A T E D  - U N A L l t H E D  ~ O H ~ G I N A C  SITE 
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DESCRIBE T H E  PRESENT AND 0HlI;INAL ( I F  KNOWN) FHYSICAL APPEAPAIGCE 

Tilt. Prr*sl.on HOUSL' j.s i: lclrgp, r r l~ ; lb l ing  hlr iL:ling s kt-u;~ t cd  or1 a k i ~ o l l  ~ v c r l r ~ o ! ; i n g  ~ h t :  
t0:.1:1 01 S ; l L t ~ i l L i :  in 5inytk C u u n t g ,  T11c di.ssat?l.ling 01 t h e  irousc hat1 I>r=,;;un in Jnr:unry, 

1.976, w l t v n  i.noest j.gat ion or' i v y  Ijistpry nrld s i f i n i i j  cilncc 178s ~ t ~ ~ d c ? r t a k t ! i ~  by l . o c ~ 1  c iLi- 
;rtilSm Tile upper s t ~ r ' ~ f : . a  of t h e  n o ~ ~ s e ' s  l.:itri- widgs had b c ~ i ~  rcn\ov~rl ,  nl.ong #i ,c t i  a l l  
o f  t l l : ~  o r i p i n a 2  s,?sh 2nd ncs t  of thc: r+oorl~~orlr in the ~ l d u s t  port iurts oL the ha-se ,  
Atrrin:;crncnLs to  prcs<-.rve tk;e I ~ i t i l d i ~ l g  wrch ~ u b s c q u ~ n t l y  ~ltndo, and  tllc r ~ l n o ~ ~ r l  wooclru.orlr 
5.ri 11 Ile 1.1. t~rrncrl  LO i t s  Ecrnrvl- l a c o t  ion,  -$r I : ~ P  t i i ; r e  uL t i > , :  a r c l ~ i ~ ~ ~ c t u r a l  P:,:,?:? in:i/, i nr., 
houcv,~r, t k c  woodwerk \;as in storage and  unavai lable  lor i .uspt .ct iun.  

Th2 P r r s t u n  House is a twd-story, gable-roc red, doublr-pklc f r m e  s tructurc c o v c r c d  v i  L l l  
bca'dr ~1 tien thc rhodrds ,  It i n c u r ~ r , i r i . s  .? c e n t r a l ,  ~r,ro-story, f i u c -  hay "I-ho~lse" b ~ r  i l t  
in i : ~  s tat;cs and having cxtuw. lur eklrl chjrnr.cy:~ cans t r u c t e d  n F l irr~cs tone. 1:lnnking this 
slbc t i u n  a)-c lower, tr.:a-s tory, thrc-e- bag 1di11gs i lr l~ich, like Lhe m ~ i n  bl ock,  are ons-room 
dtvl> imd \r!lich v:clre b , ~ i l t  during thc  s e c a n d  quarter  o r  thc n i n e t c e n t l ~  c c n t u r y ,  A t  the 
ozs t  und 11: 111u I ~ O L I S E . ,  at1 cue.ly onr-stclry a t w c l u r c ,  o r l : ; i n d l l y  LLC-cstandir~g, w:ts n L -  

tacl:c:l to the m ~ i n  hcmse bg tlie consf . ruct  ion o f  the wings, il nincLr.dnt1)-cc.1Lury p r i n t  
r r b L i f F c d  " ~ r c s t c n  EIomc, 18b0," ~ l l u ~ s  L ~ P  i l o u s ~  i r t  t h i s  form, w i t h  a ot~c-s tc ry  pr~rch 
cxtcndilzg acrosc: I . ~ I E  front:  of  t.1:~ n i n i n  block and i . t s  w i n z s ,  A door in C l r e  ccn t r a i  bay 
01 t h f -  ssccond f l o o r  l t i l  o n t v - t h e  roof o t t he  c e n t r a l  portion oE P l ~ e  porch.  

E z r l y  i l l  the tvcat i .c th ccntury ,  a n  c r~c lo sed  porch  chim~bcr coverl.ng t h e  t hzee c:ct?trc?l 
bay& of th? gb~h i l< l -~Pn i?y  1 a ~ ; i r l ~  i . 3 , 1 ~  b~ i l ~ .  A t  the L;lrlr? t i n k ,  tl:r one-rtirry ens  t roclrn 
v2.s ~ - ~ i  i sed to tr:u s t b  r ics and cxLer~s ivc? l y  rc~:iorl~ l ed ,  h two-s tory gallcry ac rovs t:! L V  

rcar itf the ~ D U S E !  ~ 3 5  ~ n c l l ~ s ~ r l  Irq- rcems, sntl ~ l h e r  rrloms rscri* b u i l t  onto t l v :  rcar of 
t I l -  \<i1atl vi.ng, T l i i s  te:nc~dzling was u l~Jrr t .ak~ .n  ' r l  nr i ler  to convert: the buiLdiCg i n k c ,  
-an a p a r h n e n t  hor~sc:. 

Thr centrL12 p o r k i o n  @I-' t h e  PrrsEo~? E c r ~ ~ s e  c D n s i . : ; ~ s  of LWO L U U ~ ~ I ; ~  ~ c . ~ a r ~ t ~ i l  by' 3 CCCILL..>I 
passa::?, file w e s t  r~m:1 and poGsage Lein;; the earliesL porrion. The chin~neg l l c r ~  1li1.i 

a E11ll . -hcight  chirnn~y breast.,  nnw ,-srrovcc? a d  i n  storage, and to  thc ri.gt..t bf it, on 
arcl3c.d opening Dncc provirk=cl access to a clnsct. bul: uow sc~:vcs a s  the e n t r a n c e  k ~ l l e  
wc:;t i / in.z,  T h i s   opt^ i I:,:* is ilnnked by p i l d s c c r ;  ~ n r i  lras a rno1dt:d architrave, and key- 
stniac: ,  P. ~t~odillion-ancl-df:ncL:L cvrrt i cc. rc:irni.ns i.n place, as c l ~ r s  t h ~  1111 sh wainaco  L-ing 
w h i c h  c : r ~ c i ~ - c l ~ s  t l , i i  rclo:o. Section; a €  t i ~ c  W J L I  s t r i p p e d  of p l i i : ; ~ ~ r  r e v e a l  L l i r r t  t h i s  
F p r t '  nn o T t h ~  ~ O U S C ~  is S U P P C I ~ ~ C . ~  on I ; I ~ ~ S S  ~ . T c  TA-~hilpe[l cor11i:r p03 t:; 

I I lhr. ?:-::;saFc has h?c l l  rl i v idcc l  i n r o  n : , i : l s l l  e n t r a c c c  v ~ s t i b : ~ l r l  a11;I :! l n r g c r  s t , ! ! * r  h a l l  I 

by .;;r titcnr i.ctlr-q.r~r~;;~sy part- i  ion. It a7 sr.1 i-:.; rlr:rr~r,,i. c,:d w j . t h  €l..~;;li w,~i.n:;cut i n ~ k  and 
h a s  v clo:ic*rl-string, 1,-plan s t a i r  r j , i ? l l  a squnrcl ria;cl, mnldccl r:!il., zncl tt:rilcr? lralll.s:cshs. I 

east: rl,oln (11 the c.cblitrn i hioc:.. wa:r nrlr1r.d tb;\rIy i l l  111t- ~~j.nctc.r .n L h  con t l : r jT ,  % L  i .s 
E ~ I I I : I C C ~ C ' I J  hy a pcJcst-al-typr-! . a  rail. A t tv~c~t i t - icL '~-ccat ! r ry  G1::orgian Ht :u i~ , \ l  5t;ii.r 

wit11 :in o j j ~ ~ t l  stri  lit, t-11r11f d l)?Iuz I ~ ~ r s .  ~ I ) ( I  a J > L  ~ ~ c l c ( l  I ~ ~ W L ~  -, arlrlp~l F ! L : I I  ? I I P  h11 i 12i11:; 
b:nx J iv idc i !  into ap3r trnrAncs, rise:< i n  t 7 1 ~ b  sot1 t i l w ~ c L  zorncr c ~ i  I-'liu m u m .  Oltc  c;;rl.y 
nC.n:b-1 i$iC sask r c ~ ~ r a i t ~ s  i,:t p,l occ. I 

I 
' fh i  21 i 5 - r l i r i r  r c r . n t i ~ - - c~ - . - ; i ~~ i  ry ~ . t i ~ i ; - , c  ;11-r.: i ? h ~ f i l r l  kc.1;; p l d i l t ,  vi : 11 LIO L / L ' C C ~ L - , Z L ~ ~ I I  r1I: ,1.~7y s o r t ,  
r 6' Ir!e r:b;-lsl-crnn~ni;L coor:! hat; lwcn s r.ri.pl:ccl t n  L C S  f ranr ,  01 in tPrcs  t hcrc: arr thr: diagonal 
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I 
SPEC1 FIG DATES CI rc:t 17 95, L! l tk i  t.. - BU~LDER/AHCHITFC~' :,!,cis :irlthjl b ~ . ~ i . l d c r ;  Jeasc  

Rh:il{:  an, L~I::!; I 
'Lhc Prrs ton Hnusp is t h e  p r i n c i p a l  I.l.istoric Iandrnark r, f the sou tl'!rrea tibrn Virgiz? i;t tu\*.r~ i 
(11 Srr'L ~ v j - l l c ~ ,  3j tt:iiCcd fiil a k r i a l l  r d f  t:h a col.nrnanil ins vier# of  tile co~mu~~il-::, L ~ I C  h-luse 1 - 
i-s rc.portecl Lo bc. the 1 irst  crane dh~ellinp, C Z - E C ~ C ~ ~  in t h e  town 3.r1rl s t a l ~ d s  as a n  un- ! 
l ~ s u a l l y  Ei .n i?  s~c-cine;]  nf E 3 r l y  RsT.~ublican ht .~i lc l i .ny l c ~ r  its Lime aud p l a c e .  H i s ~ u c i c a l t y ,  j 
t Ill' huttsc is assc~c iart-r! wici-1 the Pres L?-I!I unrl Cnnpbel.1 Eami.lic~s, p rnmlnen t  nzmw l n  the ! 
t x t ~ l y  11istury of t l lc  1 -cg ion ,  

Si~c (,~nd upor1 which t h c  Preston I b u s e  s tands  was E ? a r t  oi 3 330-acre t r ~ l c t  o r i ~ i n a l l y  
p,r-ntc~cl  to Cnlnnpl  Cllarlcs Campbell i n  1753,  It d c - s ~ r  nrled u L t i m ~ t r : l y  t o  i ~ i s  g r m d d a u g h -  
L er  Sa~-+kh BrlcI'l,?nnn C : ; m p l w l l ,  d a u ~ : l ~ t ~ ~ *  o E Gt:rterr?L l-!i l l  i 57.1 C R I I I ~ ) ~ P ~ ~  , c~mntil~der o f  f tie Loll- 

ticcut~l troops al: I-hc 1780 n a t t l c  o f  ~ i n g ' s  Flc~unta in ,  and o f  K1i: :abzth liznry, thc sister 
of P;if:rick llcnr~., D ~ r i n g  Sarah's  , : ~ - i n ~ r i . t y ,  the propp,-;y ,.:as :n;,nt7::c-rd filr i~cr .  hy 11c.r g u n r d -  - 
i.-tl? 'Thol?ns Tl;zdLsvn, s r c l u ~ i v e  IIC tllc fu ttiz-c prr?:; i d i : t ~ t  , ?iadi son rrprned a s t n a l l  salt 
rwrks For hcr benefit and built a log house on the p.ro!lcrty, bath  arouncl: L79C). l l ~ i s  log  
b u i i t l i  n g  W:IS he1 icved t o  havz  lw:cn i nco rp r r a t ed  into t i ~ e  pre:;c.nt I ~u r~se ,  b.it t h e  r ccen t  
rlarcial  rlisar;serntrly uC the L u i I r l i . r ~ ! ,  has disproved  t he  n u t i o n ,  

Sara11 G, C:lnph~I I n a r r  i c r l  F r a z c i s  Yrt:siun (1765-1835), son o f  W i . l L i a n  Preston, a r  e-nr ly  
cxplc j rur  o l  S o u t h w ~ s t  Vi.rgi t l in,  I c  1793. L7tcstor? had h c t . . ~  i~ Law student: of l ' c o r ~ +  WyLhc , 

and,  i n  th+ year 01 h i s  rnarri nee, was ciectcd t c i  h i s  c i r s k  or tli80 con!;ccc~tivr: Lerrar; i t1  

the L J ,  S ,  I ~ Y U S L -  O F  Ei ' i~re~t ;nta t ; ivc ' s~  l[p ~ t > ~ v e d  as a ~clLonsl  i n  tike War of' 1612 and later 
b c c a n ~ ~  :+ gcrwral iu t l ~ c  m i l i t i a .  S,r: l o t c r  Life, a1ti :r  ha; r i . r l~  nov:d from "tl-IL: Salt-works , I '  

a:; S:lltvi  llc rras t h e n  I.;r~or~n, rr-c~t011 s~+rvi:d several ; c  LX;S i i i  Lot 11 housi:~ of tile V i r ~ l i n i ; l  1 
{;cscr:iI As.;cwbly,  

It vn,; in  1795, d t ~ r i n g  !]is rcsi.clcrrg:is at: tile SaLl-c,;t.rk; znr! his tt:r:~: i n  Ccngrl:ss, Ll!at 
Prcs Lou bti il .  t t hp (%;it1 i.cs i s ec; tion of I hi-: l'.'rcs ton I!olis F .-, F r n n c j  n Lrl:y is rt-mi.inbttct:cl a s  
t ! l r  cnrp:.!ll vr, and j cssc  R1nga11 ;In tlrc- s t o n e  T ~ ~ S C J J ,  r'l s ~ . - ~ v I - '  ~ ~ n ~ f r t ! c l  C ~ Y I I S  f s ~cco~.T::LI it;: 

I~aali il:: r n ~ r l ?  thc- \.:rciui;lt( l l ~ i . % s  1~::rcl i 1 1  LIII! ~ I ~ U S C ,  

I 

Ti-<# nu~cwnrthq. I .~lc: i r lc~l  1 r ;  c ~ r ~ ; ~ r r c - ~ d  rluri~~;.: Prrbr; t n, i '  .: t.e:.:trrc. 'L?II? Lj.r:;~ Wi16 r h c  di scr~vcry ,  
d ~ r r i ~ t : ;  L l l c  cli.gsiu;; o f  r..;eLl i n  t l ~ c  l r o n t  y-3rd ar.lru>d 1792, o1 a L J ~ ! R : ~ I P ~  r l f :  I;liln todorr J~rinrs, 
Such tom-s cont  i niir!d Lo  bcr: t~nt:;lrl.hr!cl i n  the are:! ti~ro:.: $;:out f:hc I; i n s  t c  r:n t h  c L > I ~  tllr) . T l ~ c  
~ecor!t.l t r i lx  LIIC V ~ L :  i.t, in lf i i3.5,  oi Jnnlc:; M : ~ t t t r ; u ~ ~ ,  thcil. b;:~o~.:~.::iLir:-R~p~iL~'I~j.cirn cI1ndiclat c For 
rrzsiclcnt  O K  tht: I:niL::c1 SEatcs. !I 
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!PJ'Y.ZFiTORY-- !~D>d~i!A~.'~~I'd ?GXikj --_---....- ,,*. -- I 

CTSNTF n u  ~ s r o n  SHEET $ 1 l i E M  h l l . ) ~ ~ f  A 7 12n5; 1. 
I - - -  -- - 

DESCRIPTION - 
c::.:tc:riur s lreat l~ing an3 suhfl.oorirly,, j .ns tn l l ed  ulicu zhc. xJ.t13 i : r lh  rcbui.!t, nnd tlic \:r.*, 
or' beaded w e n t l ~ c t l o a r - d s  as inl~rior s1lcatlhj.n~; :ind its a i l u s c  ;,7r 1 zLh,  



CONTIPIUATIDM SHEET $12 I T E M  N U V ~ E R  8 YAGF 1 
-. ---- -- - 

tl.lc. last  of tlrc [airlily !-a own t l i r *  p r o p e r t y ,  ~ ; c r l r F  ~ j t t :  I I O U ~ C  :~nd tilt! wni-lr_s and 1cf l: t?+ 
vi.LLage* 

Y r o r n  1862-1903, Georgc F:. P ~ l n r r  ~ i s r ~ ~ d  thr, W c s t o n  House,  I n  t l l - .  tLr~cnC i ~ t l ~  c r . r l  t ury, 
l t  has bad s c v c r a l  ovJnr.rs rind Ilaa scrrverl  prinacily a; ~ p n ~ t r n r n t s :  L)i'~~clLitio;~ n C  ti12 
hilllv3c by the p r c s c ~ n t  owner, ,~;ri>c..s A ,  ~ l ; i ~ I i c : l d ,  W:~K be[;un in .?i?n~~ilr!;, 1976) l l t ~ t  luca?. 
iuL~re~ i t  rcsultecl in  arrnngcments bci.ng  lade ?or i t s  pecsa?.var:S.on a ~ l d  t ~ l l - t m ~ ~ ~ c .  re- 
11ilbL1 ikation. 
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